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EXECUTIVE SESSION 


RQ 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 1978 
= 5.1 U.S.:House of Representatives, 
ἴω i 
Ι if 
νι é | Subcommittee on the Assassina- 
~ i tion of John F. Kennedy of 
= ὅ7.1| the Select Committee on 
~ | Assaasinations, 
ἘΝ" 
~ Washington, D.C. 
ὡ 9 1 
ci | The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 3:50 
- ἰδ 1 
= | p.m. in room 1310, Longworth House Office Building, ,Hon. 
mee as | 
a Ϊ Richardson Preyer (Chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding, 
= , | 
Ἴ | Present: Representatives Preyer, Dodd, Fithian and 
ei | | 
= {| Sawyer. 
Ξ i | | 
rs Also present: E, Berning, R. Morrison, G, Fonzi, 
Ε΄ 45: o£ : ae 
= | og, Wolf, Μ, G@lanagan, A, Purdy, J, Hornbeck, I. C. Mathews, 
eS ᾿ a ΓΝ 
> : 9. Cornwell, W. Cross, H, Leap, M, Wills, Ὁ, Hardway, Ἐς 
a) i ἢ 
ε- Ι Genzman and C, Berk. 
Ὁ | Mr. Dodd, The Committee will come to order, 
— io ! 
~ | | pends pan 
a ! For the record, we are continuing in Executive Session, 
= 20 | | δ᾽ 
| Present are Congressman Fithian and myself, Congressman 
ne 
pee | Dedd, 
ew 4 ἃ 
aa For the record, again, it should be noted that the 
" witness is appearing of his own volition and not as a result 
- , of a subpoena and I would ask the witness to rise and be 
mee 
- it : 
; sworn, 
| 
| ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
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1-2 
Would you stand up for me please, sir? 


! ! 
| | 
| : 

| 
ἢ Would you raise your right hand? | 
| 
Φ J Do you swear to tell the whole truth and nothing but : 
9.1 the truth? | 
| | 
5} Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, sir, I do. ! 
| { 
ό | Mr. Dodd, I am going to read -- first of all, I want | 
ἃ to ask you,;farasoff, is that the correct pronunciation? 
3 3 Mr..Tarasoff. Yes, | 
| 


Mr. Dodd. First of all, Mr. Tarasoff, you have 


Mr, Tarasoff, Yes, sir. 


Mr. Dodd. You had an opportunity to look over those 


. 


rules? 


! 
received a copy of the rules of the Committee? 
Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, sir, 


Mr. Dodd, I am going, pursuant to our rules, at this 


“ἢ JON ITH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, ἢ. ὦ. 2902" (202) 45" .--22}5 


departments, are adequate in their proyisions and enforcement, 


i : particular juncture, I am going to read, for your benefit, | 

ἢ the House Resolution 222, which was a resolution that gave : 

δ | birth to this Committee, and that resolution states that | 

ὡ | this Committee is mandated to conduct a full and complete | 

Ι 

a investigation and study of the circumstances surrounding the | 

! : 

SEE | assassination and death of President John Ἐς. Kennedy, | | 

Φ pe Ὧ | including determining whether the existing laws of the United 

: | ae States concerning the protection of the President and the : 

Φ τ: investigatory jurisdiction and capability. of agencies and 

25: 
| 
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and whether there was full disclosure of evidence and 
information among agencies and departments of the United 


States government and whether any evidence or information 


fa 


not in the possession of an agency and department would have 


’ 
ean ca eres ............................--..ς.».... ----«--.------ a 


| 
| 

| 

{ 

| 

| 

| 

| 
been of assistance in investigating the assassination and | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


= 8 
ve ‘| why such information was not provided or collected by that 
~ .} 
© a agency or department; and to make recommendations to the 
: | | 
= ° | House, if the Select Committee deems appropriate, for the 
= . amendment of existing legislation or the enactment of new ! 
Ξ | legislation. | 
= τς . | 
= oT | Now, Mr. Tarasoff, I am going to ask counsel, Mr, : 
= | | , | 
< | | ‘ | 
= ἢ Robert Gdnzman who is sitting in front of you, to your ! 
& Ξ 12 : right, to proceed with some questions, after which Mr. | : 
Ξ ay! 
τς ‘4 Fithian and myself may have some follow-on questions for 
Sak ᾿ς 
Ξ ἢ β | | 
As We are grateful for your appearance before this Committee 
ey ea : 
“2 and we will await your response to some of these questions. 
oe Ϊ | i 
2 18 | : 
- | | 
Ξ 19 | | 
at | 
S 20 || | 
21! : 
BF 71 
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20 | JFK Exhibit 94, 
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TESTIMONY OF BORIS TARASOFF 


Mr. Genzman. Mr, Tarassof, would you give your full 


name and address for the record? 


Mr. Tarasoff. My full name is Boris Ὁ. Tarasoff, 


residing at the present time in the vicinity -- 


Mr. Dodd. Excuse me, I want to know for the record, 


.you do not have counsel with you and, according to our 
rules, you could have counsel with you if you desire. I 
remind those that you are here that you could speak up a 


little louder. If you do not hear a question accurately, . 


Go ahead, counsel. 


chirp right up and tell us you want us ta speak louder, 


Mr, Genzman. Thank you, 


Mr. Tarasoff, would you give your full name and 


address for the record? 


Mr. Tarasoff., My name is Boris Ὁ, Tarasoff and the 


address is Bela Hora, Mexico. 


Mr. Genzman. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would like 


to introduce into the record a document to be labelled 


Mr. Dodd. Without objection, so ordered. 
(The document referred to was 


marked JFK Exhibit No, 94 for 


identification and will be found 2 


in the files of the Subcommittee, 
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Mr, Genzman. Would the Clerk give this document to 


ee ee ee 


Mr. Tarasoff? 

Mr. Tarasoff, have you previously been shown a copy of 
JFK Exhibit No. 94? 

Mr, Tarasoff, A copy, the one that you gave us? 

Mr. Genzman, I am directing your attention to the 
document that the clerk just gave you, Mr. Tarasoff, Have 
you previously been shown a copy of that letter which has 
been labelled JFK Exhibit No. 94° 

Mr. Tarasofé. Just this morning. 

Mr. Genzman, Fine. You were shown a copy of the letter. 
this morning? | 

Mr. Tarasoff. ves, | 

ie: ἀξεήσήδε; Thank you, 

Is it your understanding, Mr. Tarasoff, that this 
document is a letter dated March 23, 1978 from the CIA which 
authorizes any individual who has executed the Secreties : 
Agreement with the CIA or who considers himself bound by such 

| 
a secrecy agreement. with the CIA to furnish this Committee | 
with information within its scope and jurisdiction? | 

Mr. Tarasoff i Yes : 

Mr. Genzman. Mr. Chairman, my. questions will involve : 
three general areas, First, the CIA's surveillance operac : 
tions in Mexico City around 1963, Then the CIA's suryeillance 


with specific reference to Lee Harvey Oswald's contacts with | 
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the Soviet and Cuban Embassies in Mexico City about this 
time. And finally, identifiaation techniques as applied 


to the surveillance of Oswald in Mexico City: 


δι. 


First of all, Mr, Tarasoff, what is your present 


occupation? 


Mr. Tarasoff. Pardon me? 


.--..-.............---....-...--.-.-.- -.-. 
-- 


7 Με. Genzman. What is your present occupation? 
3 Mr. Tarasoff, I have retired from the were. seven 
7 : years ago. 
10 | Με. Genzman, How long have you been retired, seven 
ι | years? 
12 : Mr. Tarasoff, Yes, 
© 43 : Mr. Genzman, Did you work for the CIA before your 


Mr. Tarasoff. Oh, yes. 


Τὰ | retirement? 
Ϊ 
| Mr. Genzman, Were you an agent, an officer or an asset 
| 


for the CIA? 


300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHTMGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) S54-2345 


Ὰ 
A 


od 

a Mr. Tarasoff. Iowas a staff officer, 

: Mr. Genzman. Could you detail for the Committee your 

2 assignments with the CIA around the time of 1963? 
ΝΣ 

11 


Mr. Tarasoff, I started working in Mexico City in 
June, 1963 and continued up until the end of October, 1970, 
| Mr. Genzman, “Were you aware of any surveillance 
operations conducted by the CIA in Mexico City? | 

Mr, Tarasoff, ‘Well, I was aware, because -- may I 


ALDCERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
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Mr. Genzman. 


qualify my statement, expand it a little bit? 


Genzman,. Would you repeat that, please? 
Carasoff. ‘May I ‘expand? 


Genzman. Certainly, 


of mine who was working in the same capacity and 


with Mexico City for four months in 1960 and I 


went back to my regular occupation with DDI, 


that is the Documents Section, CIA. And after 


that, I tried to be assigned to a job in Mexico City which 
I finally succeeded in doing. So therefore, when this 
friend of mine went back to Washington, I replaced him in 
Mexico City in June, 163, 

Mr. Genzman, What were your duties in Mexico City? 


Mr. Tarasoff, You mean during my TDY or after? 


surveillance operations in Mexico City. Would you tell us 
what your duties were? 

Mr. Tarasoff, My duties were on a less permanent -- 
on a More or less permanent basis -- to receive the tapes 
first, then to translate fron Russian into English the 

. conversation that was on the tape and to transcribe the 
whole thing, | 

Mr, Genzman. Where did these tapes originate? 


Mr. Tarasoff, The tapes originated right there in 
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Σ am speaking about your duties regarding 
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taken of the so-called bugs, were planted in several strategi 


.-.--- .» -..-- 


Spots, dealing with Soviet nationals, Therefore, I had to | 
transcribe them also, 
Mr. Genzman, Did you work inside the American Embassy? 


Mr,Tarasoff. The American Embassy? | 


> -- os 
oO Ὁ oo 
Siscigsite ciate eg cae ees 


| | 

| | | 

Φ | | Mexico City because some of the telephone wires leading | 

| | : 
2 | to areas, establishments, were tapped. Therefore, as a | 
: ! 
Φ 3 | ‘result, we had these conversations on the tape. | 
| | 
+ | Mr. Genzman. Were some of these tapes a result of . ! 
= 5 telephone taps on the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City? | 
δι ; 
6 Mr, Tarasoff, Pardon, I did not hear the questions 
= "| Mr, Genzman. Were some of these tapes which you dealt | 
Σ ᾿, with the result of telephone taps on the Soviet Embassy in 
| 
3 9 4 Mexico City? ! 
cf | : 
z 10) Mr. Tarasoff, That is corzect. | 
= ti | Mr. Genzman. Were you responsible for the translation 
2 | 
Ξ 12 | or transcription of tapes from othér operations besides the | 
Ἢ | , | 
© = 13} Soviet Embassy operation? , ? | 
= es | 
= | ᾿ 7 ἀν ay tae | 
= ve | Mr, Tarasoff, Yes, there were several operations going | 
“ | : Lane, | 
bs ! , | 7 | . , 
e 1$; On as a result of which we got tapes also, but they were | 
i 
ὩΣ 
we H 
= 16 | δ 
a ay /| 
: 
Ἢ a 
Ξ 
ξ- 
Ww 
Ε 
Ξ 
ν᾿ ἜΝ ΕΝ ᾿ 
CE. | Mr. Genzman, Yes. 

Φ ye ee Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, when I was in TDY, . ! 
a | | | . ἘΣ , 
= Mr. Genzman, I see, But as part of your transcription | 

f : 

Θϑ 24 0 and translation of these tapes, did you work inside the 

re 


American Embassy or outside of the Embassy in 1963? _ ! 


ee ere err ee eT) mee 
ee eee ee ie ae ..τν.5 5.5...» 
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Ι Mr. Tarasoff. In 1963, I was completely divorced 
Φ 2 from the Embassy. We worked, so to speak, on our own. 
Mr. Genzman. Did you have contacts inside the American 


deo 


Embassy with whom you dealt in 1963? 


Ξ § Mr. Tarasoff : Well ; we had the so-called contact man 
ό who delivered the tapes and, the next day, he would pick 
Ξ 7 | them up and deliver’the next batch ἕο be transcribed and 
x 3 | so it went, around the clock, with the exception of Sunday. ! 
= | ! 
: 5 | There was no delivery, but Monday I had double work to | 
: 10 | do that included Sunday's and Saturday's. | 
Ξ 1 | Mr. Genzman., Are you saying that you would receive | 
$ ee tapes the day after they aie made? 
Φ Ξ 13 : Mr, Tarasoff. Yes, | 
Ξ 14 | Mr. Genzman. And that you would deliver them the 
Ξ 13 following day, after you transcribed them and translated ! 
| | 
5 1s : them? | 
Ξ iS Mr. Tarasoff, Yes. | 
: 1g Mr. Genzman.. Do you remember the names of any of your 3 
z 19 | ΠΕ who either gave you the tapes or received the tapes 
Ξ 20 | from youvalong with the transcriptions, when you were finished 


: 
2! . with them? | | 


Mr. Tarasoff., Well, the first contact was Radford | 


ΡΩΝ 22 . 

23 Zoronde, After quite awhile, his name was Rudy. I do not : 

Φ 24 | know whether it was a pseudonym or a true name. That is all. 
re 


I know about him, | | 


LOSRSOM REPORTING COMPANY. INC. 
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ee ee eee ed 


Mr. Genzman. Do you know the nationality of the 


> 


4— 
--...»...ὕ»ὄ..-τὄὉ-.--οὦὐ ee “στον - «- 0 5 “λα 


person you believe was called Rudy? 
Mr, Tarasoff, I think he was.a Pole. 


Mr, Genzman. Could you give us a description? 


-- ee ὃ 2 janes 


Mr. Tarasoff. Tall, receding forehead, light hair, 


> ςὶ 
. τῇ | 
“ ‘| more or less regular featured, nothing outstanding about 
πο κα τ ᾿ 
ς΄ 4! Mr. Genzman. Can you give any other identifying | 
a 5 ἢ information for Rudy, as to his family, possibly? | 
Ps - 
-- ia Mr. Tarasoff. He was married to a French woman and it 
Ξ rT seemed that they did not get along. Whether she divorced 
sO | | 
S15 him after -~- it was some kind of a mix-up in his family 
cf | | | 
= 3 |. life. 
@ 
= τὰ And the chief man recognized him by the fact he worked 
= j;; | dn Indochina as a transcriber, His Russian was nonexistent 
cS " 
ra 7 after I found out, so he was just coasting along. 
Z | 7 = 
υἱ 7 | Mr. Genzman. I would like to give you several pieces — 
Ξ "2 | of physical description and ask you if these fit the person 
= 19 | you referred to as Rudy, 
το | 
Ξ 20 | Did this person have blond hair? | 
| | Ἢ Ν ᾿ 
| Mr. Tarasoff, As far as I recollect, I think so, 
BZ 22 ἢ Mr, Genzman. Was his height 5 foot six inches? — 
8 ei Ἢ | = i. | 
5. Mr. Tarasoff, Pardon ποῦ 
| - | | | 
ae Mr. Genzman, Was his height approximately five feet 
Φ 2 : six inches, or taller or shorter? | 
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Mr, Tarasoff. No. He was taller than I. 

Mr. Genzman, I see. | 

Would you describe his face as being thin or full? 

Mr. Tarasoff, As far as I remember, he was regular 
size, but slightly slimmer. 

Mr, Genzman. Can you tell me whether he spoke Russian? 

Mr, Tarasoff. No, he did not speak Russian, As I 
said before, his Russian was rather limited, 

Mr, Genzman, Are you saying he spoke poor Russian? 

Mr. Tarasof£. He had hardly spoken Russian, 

Mr. Genzman. I see, 


What exactly did you receive from your contact and 


-what exactly did you then give to this contact after you 


were finished with it? | 

Mr’. Tarasoff. After the tapes were processed by me, 
at first ᾿ they wanted me to do the Spanish before : but there 
was such a specific volume, T just could not cope with it. 
So therefore, the Spanish was taken away from me and given 
back to a place where they were recorfliing it for the Mexican 
personnel to transcribe it in Spanish, hecause most of=the 


people at the Embassy knew Spanish, ὁ 
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Lafrance 


mr-l 1-12 | 


fls. Teeet one Mr. Genzman. Are you saying then that you did not, in : 


JFK Sub. tapes? 


@ 


de 


| 

. 2 | fact, transcribe and translate the Spanish sections of the 
| 
| Mr. Tarasoff. No, after a while I transcribed only 
| 


in 


RussSian. 


Mr. Genzman. As part of this operation, do you ever 


2N027% (202) 455-23} 5 
ἕ 


| 
| ; | ; : 
| have occasion to have contact with a Mr. Herbert Monell? | 


8. Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, definitely. ; 
zs 7 Mr. Genzman. Can you tell me what his position was? 3 
2 2 Mr. Tarasoff. He was an officer of some sort in charge ! 
Ξ | 
Ξ ΠῚ of operations. What precisely he was doing I cannot describe| 
3 εἴων it was strictly his business. ! 
Φ Ξ 12 i Mr. Genzman. Did you Byer have occasion to have contact} 
Ξ 7 with Anne Goodpaster°as part of your operation? 
- Mr. Tarasoff. I know ‘the people, Herbert Monell, Good- . 
= paster, through my stay in Mexico City in 1960 because at | 
4 7 | that time, I.was inside the embassy. I had to abide by the ; 
: ic) rules of the εὐ δεν for instance, start work at 9:00 in 
Ξ Ἢ morning and terminate at 6. Sometimes there was so little 
Ξ 20 | work in transcribing the Russian portion of the tape that 1 | 
᾿ » | was just hanging around doing nothing. : 
aah ee 
ἤξ 2 Mr. Genzman. In conjunction with your transcribing : 
Φ 23 | and translation operation, did you ever have occasion to make | 
[ 
2 | personality assessment or voice identification of the people 
® 23 , whose voices you heard on the tapes? 


i ALTERSOM REPORTING COMPANY. INC. 
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| 
Mr. Tarasoff. That was my idea that I suggested to them: 


: 
H 


after I came for my regular tour of duty, to have the voice 


sample. The idea was rejected. On what grounds I do not 


know. 


fs Anyway, after about. three or four months they did come. 
: j out with a suggestion that I start saving those voice samples. 
Ξ 1 I would put them on 8 millimeter reels, movie reels. At | 
z : first I had a -- I do my own movies. Then we had to non 
: Ἶ around Mexico City looking for empty reels. | 
F τ We got quite a collection of voice samples. Some of : 
: 7 : them have been turned over to the embassy people. At the 
ze 3 | end of my tour, of course, everything was turned over. : 
ὼ Ξ 12 | MY δ συν Do you ever make personality assessment? 
= Ὑ | Mr, Tarasoff. Personality assessment? | 
Ξ “i Mr. Genzman. Personality assessment based on the infor 
Ξ a mation which you heard on the tapes or -based upon any emotions 
τ " νου detected from the tapes? | 
Ξ al Mr. Tarasoff. Will you be more descriptive if it does 2 
| not interfere with your time? The thing is Mr. Manell one 
ε " day suggested to me that I do the character study based ! 
7 at solely upon the audit part of the tapes. I thought it was : 
fal 22 ἢ an excellent idea because this was a challenge to me, how to . 
Φ 


| 
| | 
,, | describe a person solely upon his intonations, inflection, 
| 
Ι et cetera, what he is talking about. 


It was interesting work and I think it was appreciated 
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mr-3 a? 
by the station because I got my promotion very shortly 1 


thereafter. — 


Mr. Genzman. Thank you. Did you ever have any connec- 
tion with the Cuban Embassy surveillance operation in Mexico 


City? 


im 


Mr. Tarasoff. No. 


Mr. Genzman. Do you know of any people, besides the 


people you have already named, who were connected with sur- 


Oo 


veillance operations either in conjunction with the Soviet 


Oe RN eR TS OE οὐσῶν Gee ESS, Sm τ ee. oe 


Mr. Tarasoff. I cannot answer that. I do not know. 


Mr. Genzman. In conjunction with the personality assess 


Se a ΠΕ ἘΠῊΝ ΠΤ 


Embassy or the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City? 


ment which you sometimes made based on what you heard from 


dant tapes, do you have occasion to make comments on the transcript 
ΤΟΙ 
| tion sheet when you detected something about the person's 


personality from the tapes? 


a ene ee ee ee -..- 


Mr. Tarasoff. First, I used to make just a short 


voice", and so forth. I would inject some of my personal 


feeling about a person. The station told me to eliminate 


| Ἴηη 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, N.C. 2902" (202) SS4-2345 


synopsis saying, well, "This fellow is saying in an agitated 


it because they did not want to see that. If I had anything 


y 
Sid) 
ve 


ἐπ 
/ 


| 
-; | to say about a person, I should use a separate sheet of 


t)> 
42 


paper for that purpose. 


ee ee ee ee ee eee ee es ee 
--»..-- een -----.-..... “5.5.0... 


Mr. Genzman. Thank you. Were the transcripts which you - 


made original or did they include both originals and carbon 


Ww 
tn 


ee te eee tees oe 


wnt 
Seer ee Ae “π᾿ iS ae eee 
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| | | 

7 copies? ! 

7 | 

© ; Mr. Tarasoff. Carbon copies, I think. We made one : 

3 | original and three at first, if I am not mistaken. Then | 

| 

© ; | there was too much repetition, so one carbon copy was dis- : 
Ξ | carded. 


Mr. Genzman. Are you saying, then, that the procedure 


: 

Ξ ) was changed so that you had one original and two carbon 

8 copies? 

ὲ Mr. Tarasoff. I think that is correct. 

10 | Mr. Genzman. Thank you. What did you do with the ori- ; 


Mr. Tarasoff. When my wife was picked up on the payroll 


Ι @inal and the carbons? . 7 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i 3NN 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHTNGTON, A.C, 2002" (202) S54-23"5 


ῷ to continue her work with the CIA, her job was to mark down 
I ; ὯΝ 

Ἰὰ the date and the embassy's telephone number or military | 
15 attache's number or whatever number it is. She was told to | 
i 
! . ᾿ | 

16 | put each conversation on a separate piece of paper and send 
| ! 
7 | it to the station. 7 
ae Later on there was such a mess of stuff being sent back | 
19 | they said, "Can't you figure out which is pertinent and which 
ΝΕ ἜΝ : | 
20 | 1s superfluous and just superfluous? If somebody calls in | 
| ! | 
4; | and blabs about inconsequential things, tear them up and put | 

PNT 4 : . . 

ΦΣΣΣ ., | them in the wastepaper basket." That is it. | 
© 13 | | Mr. Genzman. Are you saying your wife cut up at least ᾿ 


one of the copies of the transcript? 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


| ALCER SUN REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
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ἘΠΕ 1-16 


Mr. Genzman. And sent those cut-up parts to the 


Φ᾽ 
> 


embassy? 


~—_s 
ne ee ee ee ets ee ---. »ο 
- τον... a et ὕὕτϑόὸτὕὦν 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


Mr. Genzman. Was it the carbon copy she cut up and 


sent to the embassy tc be filed? 


de i Ν 
aoe ee ee ee ΤΕΥ ΕΡΕΣ 


Ξ 9 

: ; Mr. Tarasoff. One carbon copy was cut up. There were 
Ξ 7 two carbon copies and an original went back to the station. 
z 3 Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, were these transcriptions 
: | you made literal transcriptions or sample conversations? 

Ἢ i 

: 10 | Mr. Tarasoff. 1 did not get the question. 

Ξ " Mr. Genzman. The transcriptions nhs? you made , were 
: " these original literal transcriptions or were they merely 

Φ Ξ = summaries ‘of conversations? 

Ξ | Mr. Tarasoff. batons when I arrived at the TDY, my 

: | 

: " friends told me how it worked. It was this fellow calls up 
Ξ a and says this, that and the other, hang up. Herbert Manell 
: " insisted I do everything verbatim. 

Ξ " Mr. Genzman. Besides the little translation which you 
: = on your transcript, did you include any comments? 

ξ : Mr. Tarasoff. Sometimes, very short, because as T said 

" before, the long ones they frowned upon. “if you want it, 
427 221 put it on a separate sheet of paper." 


Mr. Genzman. What type of comments did you commonly 


make? 


7 
.ω 
3 


“- ὦ : 


Mr. Tarasoff. You mean the short form-or what? 
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mr-6 1-17 


Mr. Genzman. The short one. 


7 en ee en 
a ar cy 


> 


Mr. Tarasoff. The short form, I said "Well, the fellow |: 


seems to be agitated", for instance. That is all. 


Mr. Genzman. Did you ever make these comments on sepa- 


fa 
“ο΄ ναῦν en we hae -- στ να. eg A —— - -. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= ς rate sheets of paper? β 
5 | 
{ i! | 
a : | Mr. Tarasoff. After I started doing character studies, , 
- ! | 
= "| I would just keep them and consult them whenever I started | 
~ | doing one of the descriptive things. | 
= 5 ! 
| | 
™ ι | 
oe | Mr. Genzman. Would you have put any type of identifying: 
ῳ 
ς if 
- 19 information on the transcript? : 
S t , 
= | : | 
= "| Mr. Tarasoff. Can you repeat the question? | 
= 
wd i 
> 49 | Mr. Genzman. Besides the translation of the literal 
« | 2 ἊΝ 
Φ = 13 | conversation, did you have occasion to put identifying 
= I 
= fa information concerning the people who were speaking on the 
ἰ . 
- € | 
= ig | transcript, itself? ! 
- | | 
& 6 In other words, if you could identify the people speaking 
wn io did you note that on the transcript? : 
1g | Mr. Tarasoff. This is the way it worked. We knew : 
Σ | | | 3 | 
= 19. precisely who would be living, for instance, in the film's | 
~ | : . 
Ξ 20 | office. If someone answers, we know it was the chief film's | 
| | | 
αἱ 4 official. Once you get used to the person's voice or how he | 
ONE | ! 
Seo 2 speaks and so forth, it was practically no trouble at all to 


8.) 
. 


identify. 


nh 
δι. 


Mr. Genzman. On the transcript did you ever refer to 


ες 
7 


the speakers in any other ways aside from their names which 


. ee τον δ - "55 «- 
Se a ee - 


ee ee -.... 
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Mr. Tarasoff. Would you clarify that question? 


ν.. 


Mr. Genzman. Certainly. On your transcripts did you 


ever use any other identifying information besides proper 


4a 


| 1-18 | 
you identified? ! 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

{ 

| 


0 ; names for the individuals who were speaking? Did you ever 

τ 

Ξ ᾿ know whether the speaker was inside the embassy or whether 

ξ | . the speaker was outside the embassy? 

z 5: Mr. Tarasoff. Oh, that was very easy, especially if I 

; " did not know who was speaking. If the call comes in, you 

; " put down "Man Outside", "MO", or whoever answers from the | 

: τὰ embassy you put down "MI", man inside. | 

2 " Usually the calls to the embassy came to the small 

Ξ ‘| booth in front of the gate. There were three people usually | 
© Ξ ἐν | on duty all the time. So, their voices I knew personally, 

! | 

: - well, this fellow answers, whatever the caller wants, he : 

᾿ | transfers the call to the main building. ! 

: τ᾿ Mr. Genzman. In your transcription do you ever make | 

" comments as to the quality of the language spoken by the per- 

ἃ " son or did you ever make reference to any prior conversation 

ξ " which that individual had made? | 

4 Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, I had to do that because sometimes , 


calls came in and the fellow speaks Russian. Well, you would 
have to let them know exactly how he talks. | 3 
For instance, there were several Jewish merchants in 


Mexico City who spoke Russian, either with a Jewish accent or 
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1-19 
rather poorly. So I would make a comment to that effect at 


. 
—— 
sae ee ee eee eee oe 
ET 


first probably, because later on if this fellow called back 


and forth, his wife wanted to have a fur coat and so forth, 


ee me ee ee ee ee 


you do not have to mention every time that he speaks with a 


ee en te ee --- = 


terrible accent when you knew exactly who the fellow was and 


> ς! ) 
“ ae | 
ἴω] | Ξ ἱ 
a put down his name. ; 
- ὁ | 
ἃ, | Mr. Genzman. Do you think at this time that you would: | 
. 7 | 
Ξ ' be able to recognize a transcript which you had made in | 
= 33 | | 
ng ; | 
= 1 2963? | 
me | | a 
Ξ i Mr. Tarasoff. It is a long time ago. I think I would : 
- ἴο ! 
Ξ ; : ; | 
z { recognize my mode of typing it out. | 
Zo! g y yping β 
ἘΞ { ; 
μ᾿ | Mr. Genzman. You mentioned earlier that your wife | 
> 12 | | 
Ξ 2 helped you on occasion in your operations. 
Ξ 
on 1 ° . ᾿ 
Φ = | Mr. Tarasoff. That 5 right. 
Se Ne 
rn i 
ἘΣ | Mr. Genzman. Cam you tell us exactly how she assisted 
ἮΝ | you? | 
Oo i 
= | | : : | 
°. : Ϊ Mr. Tarvasoff. Usually there was some English-speaking | 
7} 
x - person on the line that did not need any translation, just 3 
x ᾿ ; 
ἔ | | 
i 19 | ‘transcribing. Then I would ask my wife to listen. Of ΠΘΘΒΕς, 
= | | 
"πᾷ | 
ξ ye she had a much keener sense of hearing than I. ! 
3 | Consequently, she would take over and type out this | 
pg ert a { | 
Nea ao a Ὶ . ¢ . . 
BEF aa | particular conversation. At first she was not working for ! 
ες “Ὁ i ᾿ 
© si | a year in Mexico City, but she was helping me out nevertheless. 
ao : 
7 After she was picked up, she gave me all the hélp necessary 


to‘clip those entries and paste them on a paper and stamp the: 
| 


ee 54“: 
ES ee ee ee ote 
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1-20 | 

! date and so forth. 

| 

© | , ) Mr. Genzman. Would it be fair to say that your wife β 
handied the English language conversation on the tapes re- 

Φ | ceived and you generally handled the Soviet language conver- : 
! 

; Sations on the tapes received? | 


} Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, but sometimes if the conversation ! 
was simple and not too long, I would do it myself. 


Mr. Genzman. Which language are you referring to? | 
| 


or from the CIA. We were entirely on our own. 


| 
“| Mr. Tarasoff. English. 
" Mr. Genzman. Did anyone else assist you in your opera- | 
" tion besides your wife? 
7 Mr. Tarasoff. No. You see, I would like to explain, ὡ 
. were completely removed from the embassy. If we got into any | 

9 ᾿ : kind of jam, we sould not count upon the help from the embass 

" 

| 


| 
Mr. Genzman. At this time, Mr. Chairman, do you have | 
| 


any questions concerning the general surveillance operation 


Mr. Fithian. Mr. Sawyer? 
Mr. Sawyer. Not right now, Mr. Chairman. 


Mr. Fithian. Mr. Tarasoff, you said you worked by your- 


| INN ITH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUTEDING, WASHINGTON, NLC, 20024 (202) 45} --23}5 


in Mexico City which Mr. Tarasoff was involved with? 
| 
| 
| 


self and if you got into any difficulty you were not to indi- 


cate any association with the agency or with the embassy? — 


> 
us 


Mr. Tarasoff. That is correct, sir. 


Mr, Fithian. You mailed back the translations on a 


n> 
ἐν. 


Wo 
tr 


ee end 
eS ee +  5- 
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ee er ree ee ae Ee es ee eee He πο te ππδ ee ee 
pl i a a Δ.“ TT SO. 


Sewer ae ee 
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2 eter et 
es a ee i Se 


1-21 
regular basis? 


Mr. Tarasoff. It was not mailed. It was delivered 


personally. 


Mr. Fithian. So you went to the embassy daily? 


ieee te ee 


Mr. Tarasoff. No. We had a courier, or whoever he was Ὁ, 
who would pick up the stuff and deliver the next batch to me : 
to be transcribed. 

Mr. Fithian. How long did you work at this job? I 


think you mentioned it earlier. 


er ee ee ep re tr ee + 


Mr. Tarasoff. How long I worked outside? 

Mr. Fithian. Yes, in Mexico. 

Mr. Tarasoff. About seven-and-a-half years. 

Mr. Fithian. I have no other questions, counsel. 


: 


Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, in the course of your duties 


did Lee Harvey Oswald come to your attention? 

Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 

Mr. Genzman. Do you remember the time? 

Mr. Tarasoff. “The timé? 

Mr. Genzman. Around what period did Lee Harvey Oswald 
come to your attention as a result of your duties in the 
surveillance operation? 

Mr. Tarasoff. At the end of September I think it was, 
1963. 

Mr. Genzman. How did he come to your attention? 


Mr. Tarasoff. First of all, he called -- as far as I 
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1-22 
recall, he tried to speak Russian but I think his Russian 


Oe te ae ee ae 


“"... -- 
gg Frey es ~ Seen er Sa PS SP A TS PI 


ewe en ee ee 


waS so poor that I did not understand. I cannot recall with-: 


Ι 
; ᾿ | 
out seeing the transcript | 


! 
| 
: Mr. Genzman. When you say that Lee Harvey Oswald called, 
+ | 
= _ i are you saying he called the Soviet Embassy? | 
Ξ. (δ. | 
= | Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. He called the Soviet Embassy as far 
w Q 
Ω ᾿ as I can remember. After that -- let us see what happened --f 
= 4 
= : Mr. Genzman. Let me ask you this, Mr. Tarasoff. Are | 
Ξ 
ν . : ΚΘ 
" Ἐπ you saying Lee Harvey Oswald's call to the Soviet Embassy in | 
τς ΔΙ 
= et 1963 was picked up by means of this surveillance operation? | 
= 
= 3 : ; 
ΙΣ ee Mr. Tarasoff. I would say yes, I think that is what | 
he \ : - 
= | | 
< ill happened. It was picked up on the tape. 
Φ Ξ " | Mr. Genzman. Did you translate and transcribe this : 
“eC 
= | ᾿ : ; | 
= ies conversation which was picked up on tape? | 
4 Ϊ 2 
i 
- = Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. As far as I remember there were | 
~ δὴ 
= if 
:: | two conversations. There might have been more. I am not : 
So ; 
a | 
; 31} certain. | 
17 | ; 
Ξ a Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, at ‘this time I would like | 
x | 
= 15 | ‘to show you several documents which deal with the Mexico City! 
= ! 3 
ς 1 surveillance operation and ask you to comment on it. | 
| | | 
eats These documents, for information purposes for the Congress- 
SEG | 3 
LN Pe 
γα es | 


men, are contained on pages one, two, ten and eleven of the 


ΒῚ 
42 


packet of exhibits which was given to them prior to the 


testimony. 


ΙΝ nh * 
δι. 


Mr. Tarasoff, have you seen these documents before? 


.--....»--- ery 


. ae ne στ-ὸ- 
:»......»..»......ἕ “--.....».».-- a 
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ΙΝ) 

ww 


smn s wole 


-- ewan cate Ἐν 
a i a tr TS AS ES ES Ae ET mer SSA 


mr-12 
Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


we 


Mr. Genzman. When were these shown to you? 


β ᾿ 
Ὶ | Mr. Tarasoff. Yesterday. 
3 : Mr. Genzman. I would like to first draw your attention | 
= εἰ to the document which is labeled page two at the bottome of 
: ‘ : the page, in the bottom right-hand corner of the page. I 
Ξ 7 | believe the first document you have in your hand is labeled ! 
z 5 | "P2",. De you have that document in front of you? : 
' " Mr. Tarasoff. Okay, thank you. | 
= f ! 
a 7 Mr. Genzman. Can you tell us what you know about this : 
Ξ document, Mr. Tarasoff? : 
8 ᾿' Mr. Tarasoff. This was written by me. | 
Φ Ξ 13 Mr. Genzman. You are referring to the ἩΒΠΟΝΒῚ 5 on 
Ξ | the left-hand side of the page which states "Lienvoy"? 
Ξ = Mr. Tarasoff. That is right. That is in my handwriting! 
Ξ | Now, the next line where it says '28 September, 63 and 156055" 
Ξ " was stamped by my wife. She was not employed yet and I had | 
: 7 to do it.myself. She helped me to stamp this date and the 
: 19 | number of the Soviet Embassy below it. 
ε τ Mir; Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, do you remember transcribing 
7 this particular conversation, and I would like to refer you | 
Ge) +5 | to the English speaking portion of the words on this page : 


beginning with "Please see the Spanish transcription"? 3 


. 
.. 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


nm 
ὅν. 


μ. 
in 


Mr. Genzman. Do you recall that this piece of paper was 


Sere ee a -«“-».»....-. 


ee eee ττ τι ὦ 
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part of your transcription operation, that is, do you recall 
making this transcription? 


Mr. Tarasoff. This part is not mine at the top. But 


a a a AA A fe SP TI 


ee ee «- “ὦ 


i below it looks like the one I used, with slashes instead 
: S| of brackets. 
: : | Mr. Genzman. Would you explain what the slash marks 
Ξ : are used for? 
z 3 | Mr. Tarasoff. It is used to make reference to extra- 
: 7 neous material which is not included in the speech. It is 
- 0 | Like a comma. 
Ξ " For instance, "MO takes the phone and eaie-un broken 
: > Russian", that is my comment. 
Ξ . Mr. Genzman. Does this transcription agree with your 
9 Ξ 4 | recollection cf the conversation involving Oswald? Does 
: ᾿ : 
Ξ τ this page of transcription agree with your recollection of 
: 7 a conversation involving Lee Harvey Oswald and a person in th 
Ξ 7 Soviet Embassy in Mexico City? 
: " Mr. Tarasoff. I can safely say that it does, but of 
: ᾿ course at that time, we did not pay too much attention to 
: 20 this business because we had several callers who would speak 
| in English or try to practice their Russian. Anyway, since 
iz ,, | this was of no importance I did not bother to expand. 
γεὃἝὋ “- 


Mr. Genzman. You stated earlier that the transcription 


:.. 
3 


“- ores aes . ~~ - - 
- 


—— eee ee ee 
ee “απ -ὦ ee EE ee RR See 


states that person spoke in broken Russian. . Does this agree 


with your recollection of Oswald's voice on the tape? 


--.. 


ee ee 
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mr~14 
Mr. Tarasofrf. Unfortunately I cannot recall the tone 


| | 
| of his voice or what he said. 


Mr. Genzman. Can you recall what language he used? 


; | Mr. Tarasoff. If he used Russian, it was unintelligible, 
i 
: | 
ch | That is why they probably got somebody who could speak English 
2 | later on. : 
wt 8 | 
᾿ ἢ Mr. Genzman. As a result of this conversation, were . | 
= | you able to identify the person speaking as Lee Harvey Oswald? 
a : 
= | 
| Mr. Tarasoff. I can remember two conversations that | 
on were spoken by Oswald. i 
= t} 
7 . : 
S a Mr. Genzman. 1 am referring to the first conversation, | 
»πὶ ΞΕ 
= Ι 
τ 2 | to the first document. : 
an 
Φ Ξ 12 Ϊ Mr: Tarasoff. The first conversation, yes, I think 
Ω i é 
= | 
= ve that is the one I have done. 
᾿ : 
Ὁ | 
= ὯΝ Mr. Genzman. I am referring to this document and this | 
= it | 
© } | 
to | document alone at the moment. From this particular document | 
fo : 
": eel which relates to a conversation, were you able to determine | 
- ‘| | : 
ai apc that the speaker was Lee Harvey Oswald? : 
we 
= | ? 
Ἐ | Mr. Tarasoff. I would have no idea who was talking at : 
ξ- ἱ : 
μᾷ 
| 7 
ἘΞ *| that time. | 
ae Mr. Genzman. I would next like to refer you to page 3 
ee «a ! " | 
gee 35 4 10, the document labeled "P10" at the bottom right-hand corner. 
we | 
© 4 "2 | Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, I have it. ! 
a es 7 | | 
ἊΝ Mr. Genzman. Could you identify this document? 


Mr. Tarasoff. It looks exactly like the way I would do at. 
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It was inconsequential at the time. It could have been just 


i 


' ἃ Mistake in phone number. I do not know why he called this 
| particular number if he knew the previous embassy number. 


Mr. Genzman. Aside from this document de you have any 


Joa 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 
Consequently they were very hot about the whole thing. | 


Ξ oy independent recollection of this type of conversation? 
: ‘| Mr. Tarasoff. This particular one? 
s Mr. Genzman. Yes. 
z ᾿ Mr. Tarasoff. No, it was rather run-of-the-mill conver- 
: | sation. 
: | Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, I wound next like to direct : 
Ξ 7 your attention to the document labeled "P1" in the bottom | 
= | | 
5 ma right-hand corner. Could you identify this document? 
Φ 4 = Mr. SURE Cnt This is definitely mine. | 
Ξ | Mr. Genzman. What makes you say that? 
ie 
: is Mr. Tarasoff. Because I underlined -- maybe I will | 
: | start from the beginning. | 
: iz ἢ We got a request from the station to see if we can pick 
Ξ 7 up the name of this person because sometimes we had a so-called 
Ξ 19 | "defector" from the United States that wanted to go to Russia 
Ξ ὭΣ and we had to heen an eye on them. Not I -- the station. | 
| 
Ϊ 
| 


They said, "If you can get the name, rush it over immediately," 


i 
@ 23 | Therefore, it is very seldom that I underlined the name be- ; 


ae wee eee oe 


cause I put them in capitals. In this case I did because it 


was so important to them. 


ho 
tn 


ome eee πὸ - 
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Mr. Genzman. Can you tell us exactly what lead to this 


request? 


th 


Mr. Tarasoff. What? 


Mr. Genzman. Can you tell us exactly what lead to this 


ja 


me em en τ cae ree ee ee nt ee --.-......ὄ -ὦ 


ι : request? 
2 Mr. Tarasoff. I have no idea what lead to it. That 
wn 4 
| : : : 
᾿Ν τὶ was my only main point, to find the name, to get the name of 
5 | this person and deliver it as soon as possible to the station 
Ξ | 
~ aS Mr. Genzman. Can you speculate as to why this request 
as ae 
Ξ | was made? 
= 10 } ᾿ 
= a Mr. Tarasoff. It would be simply a speculation. If he 
Se eels 
= 7 : 
“ eel called the Cuban Embassy and’ ‘our people knew about it, then 
| | 
δ" | 
Ξ 3. they really would be pressed to get the name. 
= 
® = " | Mr. Genzman. Aré you saying then that there is a possi- 
ὲ | 
[2] 
τ - bility that Oswald spoke to the Cuban Embassy personnel in 
we ᾿ 
Θ i 
:: | addition to the Soviet Embassy personnel and that the people 
é ! 
= | : 
Ἔ et you dealt with in your operation made that connection and 
Cae». 
x = consequently made an urgent request that this person be 
~ ‘ 
δ 
uh | Laentitied 
EF 
Ξ 1 Mr. Tarasoff. There is a possibility, I think, that. 
: | that is exactly what happened. 
TEL. : 
LN ; 
fi oe Ξ Mr. Genzman. Again, can you tell us what features con- 
4 4 hae 
i νὰν Ἢ 


cerning this document labeled "P1" at the bottom lead you to 


believe that it was done by you? 


--.--........--ὕς-...-....-.--...............-ὄ eee 


. - - 
ae ee 
a ne a A ED oo 55... te “5. 


Mr. Tarasoff. Which one, "P1"? 


ee - σ΄“ 5566 ad ated 
re SE er ema aire 
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1-28 


| 
| 


Mr. Genzman. Yes. You stated earlier that "Lee Oswald" 


1s underlined? 


| 
| 
: 
Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. | 
| 


Mr. Genzman. Do you remember this conversation indepen-| 


| 


eee ee ee a ee ---.-.--- ee i -:..-- 


τῷ δι ας rox ean arate eatin readied Ag te 0 σὐϑονδαν δός 


—— 


sf) 


2, dent of this document? 
> = i 
ἔν " 
= 5 | Mr. Tarasoff. Independently, no. 3 
2 | | 
᾿ "| Mr. Genzman. Do you remember whether Oswald spoke English 
= / or Russian during this conversation? | 
: 

i | 

᾿ 


Mr. Tarasoff. As far as I remember, he was speaking 


meee ..- 


English. Whenever he did slip a couple words of Russian in, 


it must have been unintelligible. 


Mr. Genzman. There 15 a comment between slash marks on 


80 ago and spoke in broken Russian". 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHTNGTON, ἢ, (, 
Oo nm = 6 


wt -- 
dss ὅν 

“ρον. ῳ..........-.................ὕ.....ς........-.-. 
er AE RE RT ET 


| 

| 

| 

this page which states, "The same person who phoned a day or | 
. . * | 

| 

| 


Mr. Genzman. Are you now saying that you believe that 


a 4 : 
7 is | this person spoke in English and not in Russian? | 
if 
᾿ i : 
Ξ ae Mr. Tarascoff. I believe he spoke in English. | 
ie | 
ὦ ar Mr. Genzman. Based on this possible discrepancy, do hi 
fa 
~ : 
S - have any feeling as to whether this document is authentic as | 
Lae = ! 
" opposed to being a forgery or an amended version of the : 
pai : 
πᾳ Ὁ | 


original document? 
Mr. Tarasoff. I cannot conceive of this document being 
a forgery. I have an idea in the back of my head that:it was | 


much stronger. There is the whole thing, the spacing, I 
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1-29 
ee | 
cannot say that it was longer than it is now. ' 
ἰ 


Mr. Genzman. Do you recall this conversation as includ-.: 


j 

ing more substance than is in this document which you have | 
| | 

before you, labeled "Pl"? | 
| 


Let me rephrase that. Do you recall items in the con-~ 


versation --- 
! 
Mr. Tarasoff. Items? 
Mr. Genzman. Items, topics, in the conversation inde- 


pendently of this document which you do not see in this 


- Se i ce ON em Nam me 


document.- 


| 
! 
ὶ 
Ϊ 


Mr. Tarasoff. Unfortunately I do not. I am not certain, 


Mr. Genzman. Do you have any independent recollection 


of Oswald having mentioned his financial situation during 


Mr. Tarasoff. No, I do not have any recollection of 


The main idea was to get the name of the person for- 


| 
| 
ἱ 
| 
this conversation? | 
| 
| 
! 
| 
warded as soon as possible. : 


Mr. Genzman. At the beginning of this conversation there 


appears "In at" and "168" which is crossed out. Do you see 


that, Mr. Tarasoff, the number 151? 


Mr. Tarasoff. I put a question mark at the time. 


.-...... -.......-.-ὄ-... em ee = et .-.’...- 


Mr. Genzman. Can you tell us what that would mean? 


Mr. Tarasoff. The question mark means that I did not 


get the time when the call came through. 
Mr. Genzman. Do you have any explanation for that feature? 
δ 
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mr-193 1-30 
Mr. Tarasoff. No. 


Mr. Genzman. Can you also tell us what the words "pre- 


| 

ἱ 

| 

t 

: 

viously transcribed" mean? | 
! 

| Mr. Tarasoff. "Previously transcribed" means, for in- 
i 


stance, I went to the embassy first and the embassy number 


| was 605055. Now this number 501264 belonged to the film's 


τ᾿ : 
β | 

Ξ office. So consequently if that particular call went out of | 

a the main building to the film's office and it had been tran- : 

: ᾿ scribed before, that is exactly what I would do, put down 

7 : "previously transcribed". So there was no question of doing | 


| it twice. 
Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, you mentioned earlier that 


12 
Φ τ this transcription has the words "Lee Oswald". Were you 

| 

a! based on this conversation? I would like to refer you back 

᾿ς | to the document labeled "P2". 
: 

oe ἢ I believe you said earlier that the conversation contained 
| : 


Mr. Tarasoff. It was just a repeat job at first. 


Mr. Genzman. Were you able to identify the individual 


i INN 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, ἢ. ὦ, 2902% (202) 55} -23} 5 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| - # 

able to identify the speaker in an earlier conversation 

| 

| | 

! 

| | 
| e 

Ι 

ἰ | 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

| 


speaking on "P2" by means of this conversation on "P1"? 


ι 


i on "P2" did not contain any identifying information. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
" 
| 


ma 
ih 
{ 


Mr. Tarasoff. "151. The same person who phoned a day 


i 
> of 
ig | Α 
ΓΣῚ μων Ὁ Ι ἐ 
i 
ἢ 
& 


or so ago and spoke in broken Russian". That is the one right 


2 
LO 


here. 


Mr. Genzman. You are saying from this conversation you | 


Ϊ 
J 


a ee — 


eee ae ee ee ene ale Oe Oe ie ere A ty ND 


ee 
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1-31 
| 
identified the speaker as Lee Oswald? Did you also make the | 
inference that the speaker of the conversation at page "P2" 


was also Lee Oswald? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Mr. Tarasoff. No, because ~~ this is the 28th of Sep- i 
tember -- it is out of my hand. But the next one is October | 

} 


ist. 


Mr. Genzman. Let me rephrase the question. The October; 
lst conversation contains the name Lee Oswald, does it not? 


Mr. Tarasoff. It does. 


Mr. Genzman. The September 28 conversation does not 
contain a name? 
Mr. Tarasoff. It does not contain the name. That is 


probably why they wanted to know the name. 


28 conversation you could not make any identety of the speaker? 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. Genzman. So, at the time you received the ree 
| 
Mr. Tarasoff. No. ! 

| 


Mr. Genzman. After you saw the October lst conversation, 
which contained the name Lee Oswald, did you then make the | 
‘inference that the speaker in the September 28 conversation 
was Lee Oswald, the same speaker who spoke on October lst? ! 

Mr. Tarasoff. I guess he called up and just previous | 
to that called the embassy and identified himself. I think 
it says -- I was not sure whether this particular number was. 


a military attache or anyway it is one of the Soviet's. 


Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, I am asking whether you at 
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Ξ 13 | 
= 
Ξ μ΄ 
on t 
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bes i. 
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t 


1020 7TH STREET, 
a ὦ 


Ϊ 
| 
| 
ἱ 
| 
᾿ 


language also contribute to your inference that the September 


any time were able to identify the speaker in the September 


28 conversation? 


Mr. Tarasoff. No. 


Mr. Genzman. Did you ever make the inference that the 


ne ee ee ee ee et ee 


speakers on September 28 and October lst were one and the 


same person? 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. Tarasoff. I sure did, right here, under item 151, | 
a 
under "Pl", ! 

| 


Mr. Genzman. Thank you. 


Mr. Fithian. Mr. Tarasoff, I did not follow you exactly 


| 
where you made that indication. | 


Mr. Tarasoff. It is on "Pl" and starts at 151 and then 


ago and spoke in broken Russian". That particular sentence 


= 


refers to the "P2", : 


| 

[ 

| | 

I have slash marks, "The same person who phoned a day or so 
| | 

| 

| 

Mr. Genzman. Are you saying then that you were able to : 


make the connection between the two speakers based on your 


recollection of the voice from the September 28 transcript? 


Mr. Tarasoff. Exactly. ᾿ 
Mr. Genzman. Would you also state whether the language | 
| 


on "Pl", the October lst conversation, I quote "I was at your. 


place last Saturday and spoke to the consul", did that 


i 
{ 
{ 
1 
‘ 
! 


28 speaker was the same as the October list speaker, namely 


Lee Oswald? 
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mr-22 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes. 


Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, do you recollect any other 
conversation or any other details about Lee Harvey Oswald's 


| 

i 

1 

| 

| 

calls? ᾿ | 
| 


Mr. Tarasoff. Unfortunately I do not recollect any more’ 


eon ne ae .- ee SE ae rer “Ἅ..-ς-.-- ae a --.----...-..-- el a 


conversations. 


Mr. Genzman. Can you say whether you remember any 


Owen .. mew ee ee mw - 


Other calls by Oswald or any other details which are not 


ΕΠ -..».......-.«......»-»...». το’ -----.------- 
ee i Ne TS TT 


! 
reflected in these documents, the three we have shown you? | 


--- 


Mr. Tarasoff. To be frank I do not remember any other. 
Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, I would like to ask you a 


few more questions concerning voice comparison. Did you as 


in the conversation if you could? 


| 
| : 
a routine procedure identify the voices of the participants | 
| 
Mr. Tarasoff. Would you repeat that? 

| 


we eet ee cm ree es RS ae ee Oe “--ϑὕ}Ὅ.......ὥ-. «αὐτῷ Oe ee τὰν ow eee σατο One ee 


Mr. Genzman. Did you identify the voices of these people 


- 
-- rere ee 


-_ «'. 
A I Se κα eter aA A τσ 


speaking if you were able to do so? Would you identify them | 


on the transcript? 


A 900 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, ἢ. ὦ, 2902" (202) S54-2345 
᾿- 


ἱ | 
: : 
eo Mr. Tarasoff. I certainly would because some of them, ᾿ 
7 ; 
| | | ᾿ 
et it was not difficult, you could not mistake them for anybody ! 
- else. | 
oe : . . β 
op 240 Mr. Genzman. As part of this procedure, did you ever : 
Η ha ᾿ ἱ 
i ee ! 


make use of identification tapes and comparisons between 


--..-.-.--ο........... 


8.» 
ΠΕΣ ΣΝ ceils itn 
ee a el i  -p --“-Βἱίορ 


tapes? 


in 


Mr. Tarasoff. No. They wondered whether I could preserve 


ee ee 


res om ΕΡ ΜΝ, 
oe ee ee 
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the voices, take the voice samples, cut out the section of 


mr-23 


the tape. , 


> 
Lhe in tietasaes wae de ate cies SSS 
et a a Ph Pr 


42 


Mr. Genzman. Were you able to identify any of the people 


with whom Oswald spoke during this conversation? ) 


gu 
--- ..........................-... 


ω» | Mr. Tarasoff. Here, for instance, "Pl", the first, a 
= | Obyed Kov was a guard at the gate. Usually they changed 
wt ῷ 
ΩΝ 7| every eight hours. The first call comes through him. Con- ᾿ 
S ! 
= : | Sequently, Lee Oswald was talking to Obyed;Kov. He said that] 
S | 
Ξ- | 
᾿ . he does not remember the name of the consul who was speaking | 
oe : 3 : 
fe | to him and yet it was probably Kostikov:' It says, "My name is: 
Ξ τὶ | 
co, | Oswald". 3 
= ae 
2 | Mr. Genzman. Were you at any time asked prior to the | 
= gs | 
= : ‘ Sa : : 
Φ Ξ ἢ | assassination of President Kennedy whether you could eaneey 
a 
= ! | 
= bali any of the people who spoke to Oswald? 
a | 
= = Mr. Tarasoff. Would you repeat that, please? | | 
"4 δ) 4 
= Ἶ ᾿ ; " 
wi | Mr. Genzman. Did anyone ever ask you to make any identi+ 
ῶ ij : Ι 
- | | 
~ | fication of the people who spoke with Oswald at any time 
“4 1 ἃ Ῥ : 
τιν τὰ if 
Ξ ἘΞ before the assassination of President Kennedy? : 
“« i 
= | | 
7 1 Mr. Tarasoff. You mean from our field office? | 
ἔ- 7 x 
~ , 
Ξ ae Mr. Genzman. Yes. | 
᾿ | 
se Mr. Tarasoff. No. No one approached us. 
Ko 1 , 
ay " Mr. Genzman. Did anyone ask you after the assassination’: 
ne | 


| 
| 1 
το : 
Φ 52 | to make any identification of the speakers in these transcripts? 
& { 
| Mr. Tarasoff. Again I would say no, not that I can re- 
| 


collect. 


i 
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Mr. Genzman. Did anyone ever ask you to compare tapes 


- eS ee a a a 


to try to identify any of the speakers in any of the conver- | 


2 | : 
3 | sations? ! 

4 ! Mr. Tarasoff. No. Sometimes those tapes would be raed. 

= 7 Mr. Genzman. Did Ann Goodpaster ever contact you regard. 
: ‘| ing the surveillance operation on Oswald? 
τ Mr. Tarasoff. No. : 
: ᾿ Mr. Genzman. Do you happen to know Ann Goodpastor's : 
- ᾿ function in Mexico City? , 
᾿ εἰ Mr. Tarasoff. She was a pretty important person as far : 
: 1] -as I can judge because she was with the chief of the station 
Ξ εὖ | and they kind of favored her quite a bit. - : 
@ Ξ 12 | Mr. Genzman. Would you say she worked closely with the 
= 7 | chief of the station? | 
: π᾿ Mr. Tarasoff. I would say so because -- well, she was | 
| one who was getting one of the carbon copies. Another one 
᾿ " went to Rose -- I do not remember her family name. : 
- | | Mr. Genzman. Are you saying then that Anne Goodpaster 
: | was involved in the telephone surveillance operation in as : 
: 10 | Mexico .City? | β ! 
ἐν Mr. Tarasoff. Not the telephone surveillance. She was | 

Ee | 


GE 2 | busy with something else but, anyway, she kept the records. 
Mr. Genzman. You are saying that she did receive one : 
of the carbon copies of your transcription? 


Mr. Tarasoff. Yes, when I was working inside the 


ι . 

| | : 
{5 ᾿ 

Ι | | 
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ee ee ee ... 


= wean 
a i TY LE SS SS, Se AEH 


embassy on TDY I had to give one copy to her, one to Rose ! 


and I think one went someplace else, the original went to 


enw ee ....................---..-...--.---... -..... ee -οαΟ..-..--.. 


the chief. : 

| 

4 Mr. Genzman. Do you know whether AnneGoodpaster had | 

= S| any knowledge of the photo surveillance operations in er 
: 4 City? 
᾿ ἢ ΜΡ. Tarasoff. I believe she did. | 
z ε Mr. Genzman. Did she work with the surveillance opera- : 
= } 
᾿ | tion directly, to the best of your knowledge? : 
: 7 Mr. Tarasoff. Let me digress a bit. As I remember, | 
- Ξ ᾿ there was a sort of flurry between all the employees at the | 
3 12 | station. What was happening, they were trying to recruit : 

Φ : 12 | one of the defectors. | | 
Ξ 7 They tested everything, walkie-talkies and stuff like | 
᾿ | | 

Ξ τ this. One day the place was practically empty. I thought, , 
Ξ εἰ "What happened?" I did not know. : 
᾿ iz | When I came back a few hours later, they did return with 
᾿ 7 such a dejected air that I did not know what the heck happened. 
Ε 15 | Then Te wee eapaarned by somebody that said that this opera- | 
e - tion fell right through on its face. | 
- Naturally I know Ann@Goodpast@¢r’ felt baa saute it aa | 

ooo 5 the chief and everybody else was concerned. , 


ή 

ν 
n> 
$ 


i 
| 
Ι 


Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, referring you back to the | 


© 
/ 


meee -- - 


wee aw mee oe wt nary “1 ee ~~ 
Fe a a ES SS Re he ar A a Se | 


document labeled "Pi", you stated earlier you were able to 


Φ 25 determine that Lee Oswald spoke in this conversation and that, 


ee ee --.5-.- 


Pe ee 
a ee ee ens a “τ 


a wm « | 
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1-37 | 


he, in fact, identified himself during this conversation? | 
| 


Mr. Tarasoff. That is right. 


Mr. Genzman. Did you at any time or in any manner indi-| 


ey re a ee SL a Se = eh re «.ὄ .ὦ 


Siew en 


| 

cate to any of your contacts in Mexico City, which other | 

Ω ᾿ conversations were those of Oswald besides "P1"? 

: | Mr. Tarasoff. No. I passed the whole shebang to the | 

; ‘| contact, in fact, we had to call'a special meeting. In other} 

: ' words, we got the name and immediately had to work on this | 

= | one. I sent the. whole thing back. 

ce. ὍΣ | | 

: 7 I thought okay, if they got the tape, everybody should | 

: 1 be able to listen to it because it is in English. Whatever 

: " broken Russian he spoke was terrible. : 

Ξ "| Mr. Genzman. In characterizing your contact with the 

9 Ξ ; : Lee Harvey Oswald case would you say that any of your contact; 
14 ! 

Ξ ἢ with the case was out of the ordinary, aside from the request 

5.3 

: " to your subsequently transcribing the conversation on WPL? ! 
ὁ. 

= " Mr. Tarasoff. Would you repeat that, please? 

i " Mr. Genzman. Certainly. We have been discussing docu- 

: | ments allegedly dealing with conversations which Lee Harvey : 

: “ Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy. Would you characterize | 

᾿ 4 your handling of these conversations as in any way aut of the 

Boe 1 : 

“ΩΣ | ordinary other than your previous statement that you received 


! 


an urgent request to do one of the transcriptions? 
Mr. Tarasoff. Well, the two previous ones were just in 


| 
| 
| 
Φ i the ordinary course. We had a suspicion that Lee Oswald 
| 
| 
i 
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4 

| could have been a defector, according to this. To me it was 
| a routine thing to do, to type up all this transcription and 
| 


| 
ἰ 
' 
β β 
| 
. 
@ ri | if I could get the name the next day. 
7 


send it back to the station. Then came the request to see 
2s So, when I got this particular name, which I underlined 
: F | to une their particular attention to it, I sent it back ! 
ἢ 
ς: 7 to the station with the reel. They would like to listen too. | 
z : They had all the facilities at the station for doing so. | 
: _ Mr. Genzman. Other than your contact with members of . 
: " this committee were you ever at any time contacted by any : 
ξΞ " government agency, the CIA, the FBI, the Warren Commission, . 
. : - or any other agency to explain your connection with the sur- : 
Φ : 13 veillance operation against Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico city? 
Ξ | Mr. Tarasoff. Not a word from anyone. 
n ᾿ : 
Ξ τ Mr. Genzman. Thank you. : 
Ξ ᾿ Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this time. } 
: | Mr. Fithian. Mr. Sawyer? ι 
Ξ πο Mr. Sawyer. No questions, Mr. Chairman. , 
᾿ Mr. Fithian. Do I understand that this completes the : 
5 " entire adestoniae of the witness by counsel? . 
~~ Mr. Genzman. Mr. Chairman, we will have several more ! 
ee : 
fa? 22 | questions after either you or any of the other Congressmen : 
Φ | 13 : have concluded with ee questions, if you have any. | 


ee eee .. 


nm 
ΓΝ 


Mr. Fithian. I have no questions on this segment of the. 


Ww 
LA 


witness' testimony. 


ee ee 


Sen ee ae te cere te 


eet ; 
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1-39 
Mr. Genzman. Mr. Tarasoff, do you have any independent | 


recollection of any other conversations involving Lee Harvey 


he) 


Oswald which you dealt with other than the three documents 


| 
| 
| we have been discussing today?- 3 
| ἑ 
= Mr. Tarasoff. If there were any conversations outside | 
gS 
i: ' of this, I do not recollect. 7 
4 | | 
wi <) | 
~ ς : Mr. Genzman. Do you have any recollection of any other ! 
=. 7 . | 
= | subject matter which Oswald discussed in any conversation ᾿ 
Ξ 8. | 
~ } Other than the --- | 
iN > ae : : 
c | Mr. Tarasoff. Personally, no. : 
= 10 | ! 
Ξ | Mr. Genzman. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. | 
= V4 ? | | 
a Mr. Sawyer. You answered as to whether you had any. ! 
πο oe | 
a | recollection of any other subjects that were discussed. You 
ee ce 
z= i : | baa teeth’ 
= ἢ said, "Personally, no". Is there any significance to the | 
ee word "personally"? Do you have information on it some other | 
Ξ 15 4 | 
= : ”) | 
x | way? 
x 16 Ι | | 
> Mr. Tarasoff. Well, my wife thinks that there was another 
τ 17 ἡ | : 
: i : 
Ἂ ἡ conversation, but I do not recollect it. | 
= ‘8 | | | 
a Mr. Sawyer. Did she say what she thought it was about? ! 
= 19 . 
ξ- 
Ν | Mr. Tarasoff. Pardon me? | 
Ξ 2044 | β 
| Mr. Sawyer. Did she say what she thought the other con-| 
ser | | 
eg eR ee: ἜΝ ὶ . 5 ᾿ 
ὩΣ | versation was about? : 
Vie ik ot 
oN | 
" Mr. Tarasoff. She said there must have been another one, 
| ; : 
ve a much longer one than this. 
ae 
Mr. Sawyer. That is all I have. Thank you. 
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(Whereupon, the subcommittee adjourned at 5 
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